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Veeder addresses
campus issues
with new position
Initiating good will and trust within conversations on campus are among the main
goals of Dr. Rex Veeder as he continues
this summer as the newly appointed assistant to the president for special projects.
Veeder began working in his new position in the middle of April when SCSU
President Roy Saigo asked him to talk to
people about issues on campus.
Saigo then officially appointed him
appointed assistant to the president for
special projects in June.
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SCSU breathes sigh of relief
Summer session classes will not
stop if government shuts down
Leslie Andres
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Teachers of Color
Project diversifies
education graduates
When Leslie Green, director of cultural
diversity in the College of Education, first
arrived at SCSU in 1993, he was asked to
research how many students of color were
majoring in education.
To his surprise, there were about four
students at SCSU, and only 26 in the entire
state of Minnesota. Green began to develop a project for teachers of color that year
in Minneapolis.
By 1994, the Teachers of Color Project
had reached SCSU.
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‘Lara Croft: Tomb
Raider’ the latest
good summer film
As the summer box office heats up
movie audiences
around the country will have a
tough time trying
to decide where
to spend their
$6.50. Opening
Friday
were
“Atlantis: The Lost
Empire,” “Swordfish” and “Lara
Croft:Tomb Raider.”
Each was tempting for a measly matinee
fee, but in the end it was video game
temptress Lara Croft winning out.
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Students at SCSU can rest assured
that their summer education will not
come to a premature end should the
state government be forced to shut
down July 1.
Representatives from unions,
including that of the Inter Faculty
Organization, met with state representatives last week. The two parties have
come to the agreement that all institutions under Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities would continue their
summer session classes even if the
shutdown becomes a reality.
The agreement ensures that faculty
and staff would be paid in full, with all
insurance coverage and benefits intact.
State officials have been locked in
debate over the budget for the next fiscal year, and if no agreement over the
issues at hand is reached by June 30, the
end of the current fiscal year, the gov-

ernment will be forced into a shutdown.
The shutdown will see only essential services working, and even then,
with large cutbacks in the workforce.
Jim Pehler, president of IFO, who
sat in at the mediation session between
labor unions and representatives of the
Department of Employee Relations,
the attorney general’s office and other
government offices, said MnSCU was
kept separate from this equation.
“This, obviously, was my main
thrust,” he said. “The reason for this
was to ensure that there was enough
financing to allow for both summer
sessions.”
In fact, Pehler believes there are
enough reserves in MnSCU funding
to allow state colleges and universities
to carry on operations even in the fall.
But that’s not all. In effect, not
only can faculty members take assurance in this, but other staff as well.
“This also includes other people
such as those involved in registration,

loan programs ... it will be a full-service university,” Pehler said.
Personally, Pehler believes that the
state budget would be resolved this
weekend.
“I want everyone to know that whatever the state legislature does or does
not do, their education will go on.”
Joe Opatz, DFL-16A, said he was
still optimistic that the issue of the
budget would be
resolved before the
end of the fiscal
year.
“I am still hopeful that cooler
heads will prevail,”
he said, “and that
this issue will be
resolved, although
I was just down in
Joe
the capital today
Opatz
and it doesn’t seem
that people are too optimistic about it.
“Everyone believes if it’s (the budget) going to happen, it will be over
the weekend, which brings us up pretty close to the deadline.”
Opatz, who is also an SCSU alumnus and administrator, said one of his
frustrations was that the higher educa-

tion funding bill was already completed but was still awaiting action in the
legislature.
“The House Republicans have
refused to take it up,” he said. “They
want to leave it till everything is settled, but I say let’s do what we know
can be done right now.”
Should the bill be passed, then
funding for higher education would be
guaranteed, ensuring that no financial
problems crop up even if a government shutdown occurs.
In an e-mail to faculty and staff
June 13, SCSU President Roy Saigo
had expressed optimism that the issue
would be resolved and that services
would not be interrupted.
The president had quoted correspondence from the Department of
Employee Relations stating that it was
likely that “our elected leaders would
reach an agreement on a tax and
spending package...precluding the
necessity of a government shutdown.”
However, the correspondence
went on to say that Governor Jesse
Ventura had requested agencies to
“begin evaluating critical public services and to develop plans in the event
that an agreement is not reached.”

River Bats pave the way in Northwoods
Nick Clark
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In the five years that the St. Cloud
River Bats have been in existence, the
baseball club has gone from an
overnight brainstorm to the head of
the class in the Northwoods League.
When owner Joel Sutherland and
Vice President of Baseball Operations
Joe Schwei teamed up five years ago
to form the Bats, they could have
never dreamed that today they would
be not only running the most successful baseball team in the Northwoods
League, but fathering a second child
with the birth of the Alexandria
Beetles this season.
The Beetles were one of two
teams added to the Northwoods
League this season — the other being
the Madison Mallards — in order to
replace the now defunct organizations
in Grand Forks and Minot, ND.
■

Go to RIVER BATS, PAGE 6.

NEWS/2-3, 5-6

River Bats second baseman Pete Jones waits to tag out Alexandria’s Craig Ringe Monday night at Dick
Putz Field.The River Bats lost to the Beetles 10-4.The River bats are 9-10 so far this year.
GRETCHEN LUNDBERG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Pilot taken to hospital after escaping Monday night tornado kills three in
plane crash with only minor injuries northwestern Wisconsin town
A twin-engine Cessna 310 crashed Tuesday evening while approaching a runway at St. Cloud Regional Airport, leaving the pilot injured.
The man was coherent and talking when the Lifelink III helicopter
airlifted him to St. Cloud Hospital after the 7:45 p.m. incident, said
Tom Neal, St. Cloud assistant fire chief.
The cause of the crash was unknown late Tuesday as investigators
from the Sherburne County Sheriff's Department tended to the scene.
The downed plane’s landing gear appeared to be out. Most of the
damage was on the right front side of the plane, which looked as if it
had been twisted in the opposite direction of the runway. Tip tanks —
small gas tanks that attach to the plane's wings — were scattered
behind the plane, probably because of the impact.

A tornado struck without any warning being sounded by the village
siren, killing three people and damaging dozens of homes and business in Siren Wis.
Two elderly people were stuck in their basement for more than 12
hours after the Monday evening storm, but they were fine, said Dennis
Quinn, a firefighter from a nearby town who came to help.
Search teams were still checking other homes and businesses
Tuesday to make sure no others were injured or trapped, Quinn said.
The storm destroyed or damaged 120 to 130 houses in Siren.

State, Blue Cross and Blue Shield
settle mental-health lawsuit

Authorities have arrested 15 people, eight of whom were believed
connected to a plot to bomb the U.S. Embassy in San'a, Yemeni officials said Tuesday. A senior U.S. official confirmed there was strong
evidence of a threat to the embassy.
Yemeni Interior Ministry official, who asked not to be named, told
The Associated Press that within the past week “the group of eight was
observing the activities of U.S. diplomats and had the embassy and surrounding areas under surveillance.”
Authorities were searching for two more men in the alleged plot.
The activity around the embassy prompted a June 9 warning to U.S.
visitors in Yemen to take precautions and forced the closing of the
embassy to the public.

Nearly eight months after it was sued for routinely denying mentalhealth care treatment for children, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Minnesota announced today that it has agreed to a solution unprecedented in the state.
It will allow an independent panel of experts to rule over its treatment decisions.
Blue Cross also will end practices that many claimed were barriers
to care, will increase access to psychiatrists and other therapists and
will significantly increase coverage for intensive treatment of chemical dependency and eating disorders.
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Calendar of

Events

TODAY
■ Lemonade Concert & Art
Fair
■ 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. Lemonade
Art Fair;
■ 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Little
Lemons Art & Entertainment
area;
■ 7 p.m. Opening Ceremony
for Wheels, Wings & Water
Festival;
■ 8 p.m. Lemonade Concert
(St. Cloud Symphony
Orchestra). Event is free and
shuttles will be running from K
and Q lots. For more information, contact UPB at 255-2205
or stop by AMC 118.
■ Wheels, Wings & Water
Festival, through Sunday;
■ Friday, 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.,
Rock Roll & Ribfest at the Lady
Slipper Lot - Downtown;
■ Saturday, 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Saturday Starburst Sky Concert,
fireworks at Wilson Park;
■ Sunday Noon - 5 p.m. Heritage
Sunday at the Stearns History
Museum

FRIDAY
■ Dance Competition, the
statewide competition will take
place in Atwood and Stewart
Hall through Sunday. Contact
Shari Heitz at (612) 445-9291,
for more information.

WEDNESDAY
■ Axis Mundi Jazz, will play
live on the Atwood Mall from
11:30 a.m. - 1p.m. Contact
Janice Courtney at 255-2205 for
more information.

JUNE 29
■ Joan Osborne, performing
at the Paramount Theater at 7:30
p.m. for one show. Tickets available for $25 and $27. Call 2595463 for more information.

ONGOING
■ Russell Sharon, Abstraction
& Nature runs through Sept. 26
in Atwood Center. Summer
gallery hours are: 7 a.m. - 7p.m.
Monday through Thursday and 7
a.m. - 4 p.m. Friday.
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Veeder to tackle campus issues
New assistant to the president
for special projects places
communication improvements
on top of to-do list
Tracy Ust
COPY EDITOR

Initiating good will and trust within conversations
on campus are among the main goals of Dr. Rex
Veeder as he continues this summer as the newly
appointed assistant to the president for special projects.
Veeder, former director of the American Indian
Center, began working in his new position in the
middle of April when SCSU President Roy Saigo
asked him to talk to people about issues on campus.
Saigo then officially appointed him assistant to the
president for special projects in June.
Veeder’s responsibilities include conducting
meetings and investigations concerning complaints
about campus environment, procedures and policies.
He will also work to establish a campus-wide system
that allows students, faculty, staff and administrators
to discuss their concerns in a safe environment.
The creation of the assistant to the president for
special projects position came from a number of

things. Marsha Shoemaker, Special Assistant to the
President - Communications, said the assistant to the
president for special projects position came after
reviewing suggestions from people in the campus
community.
“The Strategic Plan that several faculty, staff and
students have been working on for five years
includes the suggestion that better systems and procedures for managing our disagreements and complaints be implemented.,” Shoemaker said.
Since Saigo could not have the time to effectively talk to everyone who needed someone to speak
with, the assistant to the president for special projects position was created.
“The president cannot be everywhere,” Veeder
said. “Some people are not comfortable talking to
the president about issues and concerns, so he needed someone to talk to people when he couldn’t. He
felt I could do that.”
In addition, Shoemaker explained that Saigo has
said one of his major priorities at SCSU was to create an “atmosphere of trust, respect and openness”
on campus.
“He has encouraged us to put a greater value on
communication and free and open exchange of ideas in
order to work toward providing a safe and harassmentfree environment on this campus,” Shoemaker said.
Veeder plans to use his new position as a way to
work with people on campus to create better communication situations and to encourage dialogues on
campus about issues that concern people, such as

policy concerns and relationship issues.
“I am clearly not able to fix things,” Veeder said,
“but I am a place to start talking about issues. I hope
to facilitate better communication with the mediation process as an alternative to direct confrontation
to problem solving.”
Veeder’s professional background will help him
in his new endeavor, he said. With training in
administration, management and with experience
working with the faculty and staff on campus, he is
looking forward to doing his part to aid communication on campus.
“I have a lot of respect for people on this campus,” Veeder said, “To have the opportunity to work
with students, faculty, staff and administration
excites me. When people do things together that are
important, conflicts go away. It excites me to help
them find a way to do that.”
However, the decision to take on a new role at the
university was not one that came easily to Veeder.
“It took me a long time to think about if I was
interested,” Veeder said. “I love teaching and I had to
think carefully about doing this. But, something
needed to be done. I kept talking to staff, students
and community members about it, and they helped
me see I can be effective and improve the quality of
the environment on this campus.”
And that is just what Veeder intends to do.
“I’d like for the whole university to feel like a
safe place for everyone. What I really want is for my
office to be a safe house for everyone to come.”

Teachers of Color Project branches out
Jeanna Miller
When Leslie Green, director of
cultural diversity in the College of
Education, first arrived at SCSU in
1993, he was asked to research how
many students of color were majoring
in education. There were about four
students at SCSU, and only 26 in the
entire state of Minnesota.
That same year, Green began to
develop a project for teachers of color
in Minneapolis. By 1994 the Teachers
of Color Project had reached SCSU.
The program was designed to help
students of color pay for college in
return for a two-year commitment to
teach in an area school district.
“It’s a recruiting scholarship program,” Green said. “What we try to do
is find people who are going into education anyway and provide knowledge
that we can help them financially.”
The program is funded through a
grant from the federal government. It
provides tuition and books for about
two and a half years, and in return for
that, the student agrees to teach in one
of the 11 school districts participating
in the program.
This year the program has expanded into 11 Central Minnesota school
districts: Albany, Holdingford, Rocori,
Sartell, Sauk Rapids/Rice, Eden
Valley/Watkins, Sartell/St. Stephen,
Becker, Melrose, Waned/Deer Creek
and Milaca.

Qualifications
To be accepted into the program, a
student must be a late sophomore or
junior going into education with a
GPA of at least 2.5. Another require-

“The program does not discriminate. If a person
is willing to do some special things with
multicultural education, we can help them.”
Leslie Green
DIRECTOR OF CULTURAL DIVERSITY
ment is that a student works at least 10
hours a week. The student does not
have to be in financial need.
“There is no economic restriction,”
Green said, “but if people have scholarships from other places, they might
as well use those because we have a
limited amount.”
The Teachers of Color Project isn’t
necessarily restricted to students of
color either.
“The program does not discriminate,” Green said. “If a person is willing to do some special things with
multi-cultural education, we can help
them. We don’t have any such thing as
a race-based scholarship. I kept the
name because it sends a real clear
message to students of color that this is
a project they can apply to.”
Currently there are 24 students
enrolled in the program, which is twice
the number the program had last year.
Supporters of the project are anticipating having 35 students by the end of fall
semester and hopefully reach up to 100
students in spring 2002. The long-term
goal is to graduate 30 new teachers of
color per year for placement in Central
Minnesota schools.

Overcoming obstacles
One of the obstacles the program
has faced was whether or not a school
district had to guarantee a job. In the
past students that have gone with the
program have given the school district
the first right of refusal.
“Meaning that if you have a job
opening for me, I’ll apply for it. And if
you hire me, I’ll work for you,” Green
said. “You have a moral obligation to
work for these districts.”
There have also been problems
with school budgeting. There have
been incidences of teachers wondering
if they will get hired back in the fall,
which can be nerve-racking.
Even still, for many students the
program’s benefits have far outweighed any problems. Not only
does the Teachers of Color program
help students with tuition and books,
but in other supportive ways as well.
It has access to part-time employment, mentoring, tutoring and the
full range of SCSU programs that
support diversity.
The program also helps with
employment searches for spouses or
family members of married students.

Students in the program seem to praise
the moral support they receive even
more than the financial help.

Student feedback
“It is a very nice program,” said
Alla Swenson who now teaches high
school geography and science.
“Everyone was very helpful.
Teachers, students, everyone.”
Swenson is originally from the
Ukraine and the program gave her
special help to improve her English
and understand American culture.
Claudia Darnas, a junior starting
this fall at SCSU in elementary education, agrees. The program has been
very supportive not only financially
for Darnas, but academically as well.
She claims to have received excellent
guidance and support.
“Go for it,” Darnas said to students
who are thinking about applying to the
program. “I highly recommend it.”

Looking ahead
Future hopes for the program
include recruiting people who already
have a teaching license. The program
could help students with their tuition
and books as they work towards a
master’s degree. The exchange for
working in central Minnesota districts
would remain the same.
Another goal is to have educators
of color remain in the area.
“It creates a situation where people
become accustomed to interacting
with people of all different kinds and
colors and the relationship is positive,
which causes them to have a different
perception when they encounter others,” Green said.
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State Legislature
could fail citizens
The issue: There is an impending shutdown of the
state government.
What we think: Legislators should do everything
within their power to make sure this won’t happen again.
Some of the services provided by the State of
Minnesota will be shut down today in case the
Legislature fails to pass a budget by the end of the
month. Only services essential to the public will remain
operational, with reduced staffs.
Initially, SCSU will not be affected by the shutdown.
Summer classes and fall registration will continue as
scheduled. The Minnesota State Colleges and Universities
system will remain fully functional until July 17. At that
point MnSCU will prioritize services for the 66,000 summer session students and will continue offering only the
high-priority services through the summer.
However, students will be affected by the shutdown in
other ways. The state offices that issue licenses to
motorists, fishermen, dentists and pharmacists will be
closed. State parks and campgrounds would shut down,
as well as the office that handles student loans and grants
for college students across Minnesota.
Gov. Jesse Ventura wants to leave $300 million
unspent, while the Senate wants to use the money for
one-time energy assistance for schools and a permanent
increase in the education budget.
Neither side is budging from their stance on property
tax reform. The House wants to treat all homes the same,
as far as how much of a tax break they will get. The
Senate wants to give homes valued over $76,000 to get
less of a break.
The Legislature needs to pass a budget by the June 30
deadline. Not doing so will mean the government has
failed the people of Minnesota. They will leave us without a functioning government, a government that we pay
for with our tax dollars.
In the future, if the Legislature is not able to get a budget passed in the time allotted during the regular session
and a special session needs to be called, the Legislature
should be required to work non-stop, without special pay,
until a budget is passed. It is its responsibility to the citizens of Minnesota.

Do the research, then sign the lease
When I began apartment hunting
three years ago, I didn’t really have
a strong grasp on things I should be
cautious of when signing a lease.
Had I done a little studying back
then, things now would be a whole
lot easier.
I have heard many horror stories
surrounding landlords and tenants.
And I never really had any major
gripes about our property.
Sometimes the snow wouldn’t get
plowed when we got two inches of
snow, and when we needed things
fixed in our apartment, it usually got
fixed within a couple of days.
Last week we got the money
remaining from our damage
deposit. I had lived in the building
for a year prior to living with my
roommates for the last two years.
When we checked out of our
apartment, we knew that the oven
and bathrooms needed additional
cleaning that would come out of our
deposit. But I was shocked to see
that out of $271, I only received
$123.
There was $22.58 taken out for
cleaning costs, but only $13.75 was
accounted for. The remaining $8.83
didn’t have an explanation why it
was taken out from our deposit. I
was charged $75 for carpet cleaning, the cost for three times cleaning
the carpet, when our carpet was
only cleaned twice. There were
other inconsistencies in my roommate’s deposit return, so we decided
to make a visit to the property’s
office.
When we explained the situa-

SHEILA
BUSSINGER
STAFF
ESSAY
tion, we couldn’t get a straight
answer. The person to whom we
were talking told us we needed to
talk to a different person.

“I was shocked to see
see that out of $271, I
only received $123
back.”
We still haven’t gotten the situation figured out. When we got back
to our apartment (we moved in June
to a new owner) we showed him our
old lease and how much was taken
from us. He has been managing an
apartment since 1985 and said, “It
looks like they were trying to make
some money off of you guys.”
Instances such as ours, and
many out there, don’t have to
exist. There are ways to avoid getting taken advantage of when you

are a renter.
There are many books that are
written to benefit the renter. Some
books that look interesting:
“Renter’s Rights: The Basics,” by
Janet Portman and Marcia Stewart;
“Every Tenant’s Legal Guide,” 2nd
edition, by Janet Portman; and
“Landlord and Tenant (Ask a
Lawyer),” by Steven D. Strauss.
I also found a Web site that can
help you locally when you are looking for a place to live: www.ther
enterspeaks.com. The purpose of
the site is to provide individuals
who are currently looking for an
apartment with feedback from a
previous renter on a property or specific apartment. You can search in
St. Cloud, Sauk Rapids, Sartell and
Waite Park.
Another helpful Web site is
www.rentlaw.com, this site also
contains legal links and tenant
guides.
An obvious, but many times
overlooked way to eliminate unexpected costs upon moving out is to
simply read your lease before you
sign it. We noticed a little too late
that our lease contained a common
area charge per semester.
From my experience and talking
with others, I know this trend is
common with college student
renters. The way we get treated as
student renters is probably not
going to stop anytime soon, but you
can better arm yourself when hunting for an apartment. The resources
are out there, so do the research
before you sign the lease.
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Lara Croft goes from small screen
to silver screen in ‘Tomb Raider’
Mike Noreen

showings and lack of critical success
for such movies as “Super Mario
As the summer box office heats Bros.,” “Street Fighter” and “Mortal
up, movie audiences around the Kombat,” “Tomb Raider” will have to
country will have a tough time try- grab audiences and not let go.
The dive right in, no-holds-barred
ing to decide where to spend their
$6.50. With films like “Pearl approach is exactly what director
Harbor” and “Shrek” already eating Simon West (“Con Air”) strives for in
away at the millions, other films the latest video game-gone Hollywood
will have to show up with a bang. film. From the opening scene, a battle
Opening on Friday were “Atlantis: with a monstrous robot, Tomb Raider
The Lost Empire,” “Swordfish” and grabs audience attention. Not to men“Lara Croft:Tomb Raider.” Each tion the mesmerizing quality of
was tempting for a measly matinee Angelina Jolie who portrays the video
fee, but in the end it was video game game heroine as no other could.
Jolie is Lara Croft, a tomb raiding,
temptress Lara Croft winning out.
In the past, movie audiences have Indiana Jones like archaeologist, who
been leery of films made on a video will stop at nothing to get what she
game premise. Mostly due to the wants. When awakened by a dream
absence of even a half way decent film of her missing father, who is played
from this genre. With poor box office by none other than Jolie’s real life
father Jon Voight, Lara is sent upon
an
impossible
journey to save
the world.
Lara’s quest is
to use an ancient
clock her father
had discovered
to unite two
pieces of a mysterious relic, then
destroy it. When
reunited, the two
pieces will give
the
man
or
woman
who
yields it the
power over time.
Angelina Jolie (Lara Croft), Chris Barrie (Hillary) Each of the
and Noah Taylor (Bryce) star in “Lara Croft:Tomb pieces rests in
Raider.”
separate locations

across the globe and Lara takes audiences around the world in an action
packed search.
Along the way Ms. Croft’s
attempts at recovering the relic are
constantly interrupted by another
tomb raiding team, working for a centuries old secret organization determined to harness the power of time
before Croft can stop them. The classic good-versus-evil theme is in full
effect in Tomb Raider and West adds
to it with non-stop action in far away
lands. Including a mind blowing,
shoot ‘em up, break in scene at the
Croft family mansion.
Tomb Raider is a visually stunning film. With sets in Cambodia
and Iceland, West creates a world
much like a video game fantasy, with
everyday appeal. Jolie is magnificent, not for her acting, but instead
for her uncanny ability to transpose
the video game character Lara Croft
to the big screen. Although the script
struggles at times West more than
compensates with big budget stunts
and action galore.
“Tomb Raider” is an enticing
film. Visually exciting and fun to
watch. Anyone who is a fan of old
fashioned action/adventure films
will surely enjoy “Tomb Raider” as
will those who have spent time
playing the video game. In all
“Tomb Raider” is the next, and so
far the best, installment of a video
game making the transition to the
silver screen. It should keep audiences glued to the screen and take a
nice chunk of the summer box
office millions.

Angelina Jolie stars as Lara Croft in “Lara Croft:Tomb Raider.” The
movie is currently open nationwide and is rated PG-13.The movie
is based on a popular video game character.
ALEX BAILEY/PARAMOUNT PICTURES CORP.

Apply now for open staff positions
for summer and 2001-02 school year
Summer 2001:
POSITIONS OPEN NOW

Fall 2001-02:
Deadline July 31, 2001

Assistant Associate Editor
News Editor
Assistant News Editor
Copy Editors
Staff Writers
Staff Photographers

Associate Editor
Assistant Associate Editor
News Editor
Assistant News Editor
Crime Beat Writer
Student Government Beat Writer
Campus Life Beat Writer
Sports Beat Writers
Diversions Editor

Film Critic
Music Beat Writer
Copy Editors
Circulation Manager
Staff Writers
Staff Photographers
Graphic Artists
Career & Money/Technology Editor
Wellness/On the Burner Editor
Reader’s Advocate
Editorial Board Member
Circulation Manager

Stop by Stewart Hall Room 13 for applications and job descriptions
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River Bats
Schwei said Alexandria was a perfect fit, not
only for himself, but for the league and the River
Bats as well.
“We felt we had to strengthen the teams
around us and what better way than to put a team
up in Alexandria,” he said. “It’s only an hour up
the road, it gave me the chance to sit over both
clubs, they have got a nice ball park and most
importantly it’s a community that cares about
baseball.”
Which makes Alexandria, in terms of baseball, very similar to St. Cloud. The city has taken
to their new team as well. Schwei said that they
have been averaging about 650-700 fans a game
or “about 10 percent of the city.”
They have been playing pretty well on the
field as well. After their first two games of a three
game set with St. Cloud at Dick Putz Field early
this week, the Beetles found themselves with a 710 record — only a game behind the River Bats
for third place in the North Division of the
Northwoods League.

“When Joe and Joel started
this thing five years ago, they
did it right.”
Scott Schreiner
RIVER BATS GENERAL MANAGER

News

Schwei, who admits that his heart still lies in
St. Cloud, has been keeping busy running both
teams and has had to count on his new staff to
handle some of the load. Scott Schreiner, who
was the assistant general manager for the River
Bats a year ago, has been promoted to general
manager, the position Schwei held a year ago.
Former University Chronicle editor Ryan Voz is
the new general manager in Alexandria.
The River Bats have set the standard for success in the Northwoods League in the last few
years and Schreiner said he intends on keeping
the bar raised.
“When Joe and Joel started this thing five
years ago they did it right,” he said. “After
watching them and learning from them I feel like
I am ready and I know how to do it right.
Sometimes I feel like I am planning 32 weddings
but when I see the people leaving the ball park
with smiles on their faces I feel like I am doing a
good job.”
Ever since Pete Jones sent Dick Putz Field
into hysteria with his three-run bomb to win the
championship game a year ago in extra innings,
there has been anticipation for this season. The
River Bats returned only a handful of position
players from last years roster and duplicating the
success that River Bats have enjoyed the last two
seasons (they finished 43-19 in 1999 before losing in the championship series to Rochester) has
proved trying early on. They pulled out of the
cellar with Tuesday’s 7-2 win over Alexandria
and are looking to get some key guys back from
injuries soon.
St. Cloud has become one of the top places to
play during the summer and players nation wide
are beginning to take notice.
“We have players come up to us and say that
this is the best experience that they have ever had
in their life,” Schreiner said. “They go back and
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Teammates congratulate Ben Quinto after he scored a run Monday night in the River
Bat’s game against Alexandria.The River Bats have not had much to cheer about so
far this year, sliding to last place after winning the Northwoods League championship
in 2000.
GRETCHEN LUNDBERG/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

tell their teammates and their head coach from
UCLA or wherever and all of a sudden there are
five more kids who want to come and play here.”
His players echoed his statements.
When I came up here my first year and
played in front of 2,500 fans I couldn’t believe
it,” said catcher Tony Anerich, who is in his sec-

ond season behind the plate for the River Bats.
“There is no team in the country that draws better than St. Cloud, especially for summer ball,
it’s the best place to play.”
Which seems to be the feeling around Dick
Putz every summer for the past five years. It
must be contagious.
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CLASSIFIEDS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT
2 bedroom apartment in house private entrance — off street parking. Available August 1. Call 980-0892 or 529-9978.

Interested in writing?
or
Does photography inspire you?
If so, stop by Stewart Hall 13 for the
next University Chronicle huddle.
Every Wednesday at noon.

THURSDAY June 21, 2001

University Chronicle’s
classified advertising policies:
✓ Deadline: 5 p.m. on Tuesday for Thursday’s issue.
✓ Classifieds prices: Five (5) words per line: $1.50. Six (6)
words constitute two lines: $3.
✓ Classifieds will not be accepted via phone or fax.
✓ Classifieds must be prepaid. No exceptions.
✓ Credit is not granted for cancelled ads.
Classified ads can be purchased in Stewart Hall, room 13, or ads
may also be sent with payment to: University Chronicle, 13 Stewart
Hall, St. Cloud, MN 56301. For more information, leave a message
for Jen Montgomery, classifieds manager at 255-4086.
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